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Introduction 
 
This update implements the following: 
 

• IOC World Bird List 14.2 

• New Distribution Areas 

• Corrections to distribution and distribution texts. 
 
New 
 
In species distribution, extinct species are separable from species of uncertain or historic 
occurrence.  In previous versions this was not possible.  This change allows the exclusion of extinct 
species from Species Checklists and the results of queries such as “Where To Go”. 
 
This species update requires version 4.1.318 or later of Wildlife Recorder 4.  This update is not 
compatible with Wildlife Recorder 3. 
 
Taxonomy Support 
 
Important notice for users of Howard and Moore and HBW taxonomies. 
 
It has been some years since the publication of Howard and Moore and there seems to be no sign 
that a new version will appear.  We will no longer be updating the HM taxonomy in future versions of 
the database.  You may continue to use your existing version of H&M taxonomy, but it will no longer 
be updated. 
 
Since the HBW databases have been taken over by Cornell (eBird) and will use the Clements/eBird 
taxonomy, we will no longer be updating the HBW taxonomy.  You may continue to use your 
existing version of the HBW taxonomy, but it will no longer be updated. 
 
  

  



Changes to the Bird Species Database in previous versions 
 
A complete list of all the changes contained in each version of the species database can be found in 
the Wildlife Recorder User Area on our website. 



Changes to the Bird Species Database since last update (version 115 
January 2024) 
 

Clements Taxonomy Changes 

 

No changes. 
 
 

  



IOC Taxonomy Changes 
 
Implemented changes in IOC 14.2 taxonomy.  In addition to the changes noted below there are many 
species sequence changes in this update.  For full details of the IOC changes see the IOC website 

 

New Species and Sub-species 

 

Species/Sub-species Name 

Timor Nightjar (Caprimulgus ritae) 

Dusky Long-tailed Cuckoo [mechowi] (Cercococcyx mechowi mechowi) 

Dusky Long-tailed Cuckoo [lemaireae] (Cercococcyx mechowi lemaireae) 

Marquesan Swamphen (Porphyrio paepae) 

Collared Scops Owl [cnephaeus] (Otus lettia cnephaeus) 

Silvery-cheeked Antshrike [niedeguidonae] (Sakesphoroides cristatus niedeguidonae) 

Silvery-cheeked Antshrike [cristatus] (Sakesphoroides cristatus cristatus) 

Greater Lophorina [feminina] (Lophorina latipennis feminina) 

Plains Lark [irwini] (Corypha kabalii irwini) 

Larwo Shama [javanus] (Copsychus omissus javanus) 

Larwo Shama [omissus] (Copsychus omissus omissus) 

White-rumped Shama [hypolizus] (Copsychus malabaricus hypolizus) 

White-rumped Shama [opisthochrus] (Copsychus malabaricus opisthochrus) 

Qilian Bluetail (Tarsiger albocoeruleus) 

Sunda Scops Owl [condorensis] (Otus lempiji condorensis) 

Sunda Scops Owl [hypnodes] (Otus lempiji hypnodes) 

Eurasian Hoopoe [saturata] (Upupa epops saturata) 

White-tailed Tityra (Tityra leucura) 

Yellow-green Vireo [insulanus] (Vireo flavoviridis insulanus) 

Black-throated Green Warbler [virens] (Setophaga virens virens) 

Black-throated Green Warbler [waynei] (Setophaga virens waynei) 

 

  

https://www.worldbirdnames.org/updates/


New Groups 

 

Group Name 

Moluccan Swiftlet (Halmahera) (Aerodramus infuscatus infuscatus) 

Moluccan Swiftlet (Sulawesi) (Aerodramus infuscatus sororum) 

Moluccan Swiftlet (Seram) (Aerodramus infuscatus ceramensis) 

Edible-nest Swiftlet (Edible-nest) (Aerodramus fuciphagus [fuciphagus-group]) 

Edible-nest Swiftlet (Germain's) (Aerodramus fuciphagus germani/amechanus) 

Fawn-breasted Whistler (Fawn-breasted) (Pachycephala orpheus orpheus) 

Mangrove Golden Whistler (Damar) (Pachycephala melanura dammeriana) 

Mangrove Golden Whistler [melanura-Group] (Pachycephala melanura [melanura-group]) 

Chestnut-bellied Monarch (Bougainville) (Monarcha castaneiventris erythrostictus) 

Velvet Flycatcher (Velvet) (Myiagra eichhorni eichhorni) 

Velvet Flycatcher (Dyaul) (Myiagra eichhorni cervinicolor) 

Vogelkop Lophorina (superba) (Lophorina superba superba) 

Vogelkop Lophorina (Crescent-caped) (Lophorina superba niedda) 

Cinereous Tit (Cinereous) (Parus cinereus [cinereus-group]) 

Fawn-colored Lark (Foxy) (Calendulauda africanoides alopex/intercedens) 

Fawn-colored Lark (Fawn-colored) (Calendulauda africanoides [africanoides-group]) 

Dune Lark (Dune) (Calendulauda erythrochlamys erythrochlamys) 

Somali Lark (Somali) (Corypha somalica somalica) 

Somali Lark (Ash's) (Corypha somalica ashi) 

Olive-headed Greenbul (Stripe-faced) (Arizelocichla striifacies striifacies) 

Olive-headed Greenbul (Olive-headed) (Arizelocichla striifacies olivaceiceps) 

Eastern Red-rumped Swallow (daurica-group) (Cecropis daurica [daurica-group]) 

Eastern Red-rumped Swallow (Striated) (Cecropis daurica [striolata-group]) 

Lazy Cisticola (Rock-loving) (Cisticola aberrans [emini-group]) 

Lazy Cisticola (Lazy) (Cisticola aberrans [aberrans-group]) 

Yellow-bellied Eremomela (Yellow-bellied) (Eremomela icteropygialis [icteropygialis-group]) 

Yellow-bellied Eremomela (Salvadori's) (Eremomela icteropygialis salvadorii) 

Rufous-fronted Babbler (Buff-chested) (Cyanoderma rufifrons [ambiguum-group]) 

Rufous-fronted Babbler (Rufous-fronted) (Cyanoderma rufifrons [rufifrons-group]) 

Redpoll (Common) (Acanthis flammea flammea/rostrata) 

Redpoll (Lesser) (Acanthis flammea cabaret) 

Redpoll (Arctic) (Acanthis flammea hornemanni/exilipes) 

Common Black Hawk (Common) (Buteogallus anthracinus anthracinus) 

 

  



Deleted Species and Sub-species  

(N.B. These will still be in the database but marked “not in taxonomy”) 
 
Species/Sub-species Name Reason 

Crescent-caped Lophorina [inopinata] (Lophorina niedda 
inopinata) 

Not listed in IOC 14.2 

Somali Lark [rochei] (Corypha somalica rochei) Synonym of ashi 

Yellow-green Vireo [perplexus] (Vireo flavoviridis 
perplexus) 

Included in nominate 

Yellow-green Vireo [vanrossemi] (Vireo flavoviridis 
vanrossemi) 

“ 

Thick-billed Green Pigeon [nasica] (Treron curvirostra 
nasica) 

“ 

Thick-billed Green Pigeon [erimacrus] (Treron curvirostra 
erimacrus) 

“ 

Common Black Hawk (Common) [utilensis] (Buteogallus 
anthracinus utilensis) 

“ 

 

  



Deleted Groups  

(N.B. These will still be in the database but marked “not in taxonomy”) 
 
Species/Sub-species Name Reason 

Rock Martin (Red-throated) (Ptyonoprogne rufigula 
rufigula/bansoensis) 

Grouping no longer valid 

Island Thrush (North Melanesian) (Turdus poliocephalus 
[heinrothi-group]) 

Group members moved to other 
species split from T. poliocephalus 

White-rumped Shama (White-rumped) (Copsychus 
malabaricus [malabaricus-group]) 

Group members moved to split 
species Copsychus malabaricus, C. 
leggei, C. nigricauda and C. omissus  

White-rumped Shama (Barusan) (Copsychus malabaricus 
melanurus/mirabilis) 

“ 

Blood-breasted Flowerpecker (Blood-breasted) (Dicaeum 
sanguinolentum sanguinolentum/rhodopygiale) 

Dicaeum sanguinolentum, D. 
rhodopygiale, D. wilhelminae and D. 
hanieli are treated as distinct species.  
Group members moved to split 
species. 

Common Black Hawk (Common) (Buteogallus anthracinus 
anthracinus/utilensis) 

utilensis is included in antracinus so 
group not required 

  



Splits 

Species Split From 

Red Grouse (Lagopus scotica) Willow Ptarmigan (Lagopus lagopus) 

Karimui Owlet-Nightjar (Aegotheles terborghi) Barred Owlet-Nightjar (Aegotheles bennettii) 

Olive-capped Coua (Coua olivaceiceps) Red-capped Coua (Coua ruficeps) 

Mentawai Malkoha (Phaenicophaeus 
oeneicaudus) 

Chestnut-breasted Malkoha (Phaenicophaeus 
curvirostris) 

Pied Bronze Cuckoo (Chalcites crassirostris) Little Bronze Cuckoo (Chalcites minutillus) 

Sunda Brush Cuckoo (Cacomantis sepulcralis) 
with ssp. sepulcralis, everetti 

Rusty-breasted Cuckoo (Cacomantis sepulcralis) 

Sulawesi Brush Cuckoo (Cacomantis 
virescens) 

“ 

Sahul Brush Cuckoo (Cacomantis variolosus) 
with ssp. major, tymbonomus, infaustus, 
obscuratus, variolosus, macrocercus, websteri, 
fortior 

Brush Cuckoo (Cacomantis variolosus) 

Manus Brush Cuckoo (Cacomantis blandus) “ 

Solomons Brush Cuckoo (Cacomantis 
addendus) 

“ 

Mongolian Gull (Larus mongolicus) Vega Gull (Larus vegae) 

Cocos Booby (Sula brewsteri) Brown Booby (Sula leucogaster) 

Western Yellow-billed Barbet (Trachyphonus 
goffinii) with ssp. goffinii, togoensis 

Yellow-billed Barbet (Trachyphonus purpuratus) 

Eastern Yellow-billed Barbet (Trachyphonus 
purpuratus) with ssp. purpuratus, elgonensis 

“ 

Red-fronted Tinkerbird (Pogoniulus pusillus) 
with ssp. uropygialis, affinis 

Red-fronted Tinkerbird (Pogoniulus pusillus) 

Southern Red-fronted Tinkerbird (Pogoniulus 
pusillus) 

“ 

Guatemalan Flicker (Colaptes mexicanoides) Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) 

Northern Plain Xenops (Xenops mexicanus) 
with ssp. mexicanus, ridgwayi, littoralis, 
olivaceus, neglectus 

Plain Xenops (Xenops genibarbis) 

Amazonian Plain Xenops (Xenops genibarbis) 
with ssp. remoratus, ruficaudus, obsoletus, 
genibarbis, alagoanus 

“ 

Pilbara Grasswren (Amytornis whitei) with ssp. 
parvus, whitei 

Rufous Grasswren (Amytornis whitei) 

Sandhill Grasswren (Amytornis oweni) with 
ssp. oweni, aenigma 

“ 

Mindoro Cuckooshrike (Coracina mindorensis) Bar-bellied Cuckooshrike (Coracina striata) 

Visayan Cuckooshrike (Coracina panayensis) “ 



Mindanao Cuckooshrike (Coracina kochii) with 
ssp. boholensis, kochii 

“ 

Sulu Cuckooshrike (Coracina guillemardi) “ 

Indian Cuckooshrike (Coracina macei) with 
ssp. macei, layardi 

Large Cuckooshrike (Coracina macei) 

Oriental Cuckooshrike (Coracina javensis) with 
ssp. javensis, nipalensis, andamana, larvivora, 
siamensis, rexpineti 

“ 

Malayan Cuckooshrike (Coracina larutensis) “ 

Solomons Cicadabird (Edolisoma holopolium) 
with ssp. holopolium, pygmaeum 

Solomons Cuckooshrike (Edolisoma holopolium) 

Malaita Cicadabird (Edolisoma tricolor) “ 

Sangihe Cicadabird (Edolisoma salvadorii) 
with ssp. salvadorii, talautense 

Sulawesi Cicadabird (Edolisoma morio) 

Bismarck Cicadabird (Edolisoma remotum) Grey-capped Cicadabird (Edolisoma remotum) 

Central Melanesian Cicadabird (Edolisoma 
erythropygium) with ssp. ultimum, saturatius, 
nisorium, erythropygium 

“ 

Sahul Cicadabird (Edolisoma tenuirostre) with 
ssp. nehrkorni, aruense, muellerii, tagulanum, 
melvillense, tenuirostre 

Common Cicadabird (Edolisoma tenuirostre) 

Rossel Cicadabird (Edolisoma rostratum) “ 

Geelvink Cicadabird (Edolisoma meyerii) with 
ssp. numforanum, meyerii 

“ 

Banggai Cicadabird (Edolisoma pelingi) “ 

Obi Cicadabird (Edolisoma obiense) “ 

North Moluccan Cicadabird (Edolisoma grayi) 
with ssp. pererratum, grayi 

“ 

South Moluccan Cicadabird (Edolisoma 
amboinense) 

“ 

Timor Cicadabird (Edolisoma timoriense) with 
ssp. kalaotuae, emancipatum, timoriense 

“ 

Selayar Whistler (Pachycephala teysmanni) Rusty-breasted Whistler (Pachycephala calliope) 

Babar Whistler (Pachycephala sharpei) Yellow-throated Whistler (Pachycephala 
macrorhyncha) 

White-throated Fiji Whistler (Pachycephala 
vitiensis) with ssp. kandavensis, lauana, 
vitiensis 

Fiji Whistler (Pachycephala vitiensis) 

Yellow-throated Fiji Whistler (Pachycephala 
graeffii) with ssp. bella, koroana, torquata, 
aurantiiventris, ambigua, optata, graeffii 

“ 

Nendo Whistler (Pachycephala ornata) Temotu Whistler (Pachycephala vanikorensis) 

Utupua Whistler (Pachycephala utupuae) “ 



Vanikoro Whistler (Pachycephala 
vanikorensis) 

“ 

Malaita Monarch (Symposiachrus malaitae) Solomons Monarch (Symposiachrus barbatus) 

Vella Lavella Monarch (Symposiachrus 
nigrotectus) with ssp. ganongae, nigrotectus 

Kolombangara Monarch (Symposiachrus browni) 

Northern Nutcracker (Nucifraga caryocatactes) 
with ssp. caryocatactes, macrorhynchos, 
rothschildi, japonica 

Spotted Nutcracker (Nucifraga caryocatactes) 

Southern Nutcracker (Nucifraga hemispila) 
with ssp. hemispila, macella, interdicta, 
owstoni 

“ 

Sunda Crow (Corvus enca) with ssp. 
compilator, enca 

Slender-billed Crow (Corvus enca) 

Sulawesi Crow (Corvus celebensis) with ssp. 
celebensis, mangoli 

“ 

Sierra Madre Crow (Corvus sierramadrensis) Small Crow (Corvus samarensis) 

Samar Crow (Corvus samarensis) “ 

Philippine Crow (Corvus philippinus) Large-billed Crow (Corvus macrorhynchos) 

Vogelkop Lophorina (Lophorina superba) Greater Lophorina (Lophorina superba) 

Greater Lophorina (Lophorina latipennis) with 
ssp. feminina, addenda, latipennis 

“ 

Kidepo Lark (Corypha kidepoensis) with ssp. 
kathangorensis, kidepoensis 

Red-winged Lark (Corypha hypermetra) 

Highland Lark (Corypha kurrae) with ssp. 
henrici, batesi, stresemanni, bamendae 

Rufous-naped Lark (Corypha africana) 

Sentinel Lark (Corypha athi) with ssp. athi, 
harterti 

“ 

Plains Lark (Corypha kabalii) with ssp. 
malbranti, kabalii, irwini 

“ 

Plateau Lark (Corypha nigrescens) with ssp. 
nigrescens, nyikae 

“ 

Yellow-gorgeted Greenbul (Atimastillas 
flavicollis) 

Yellow-throated Leaflove (Atimastillas flavicollis) 

Pale-throated Greenbul (Atimastillas flavigula) 
with ssp. soror, flavigula 

“ 

Angola Greenbul (Phyllastrephus viridiceps) White-throated Greenbul (Phyllastrephus albigularis) 

Red-throated Rock Martin (Ptyonoprogne 
rufigula) with ssp. pusilla, bansoensis, rufigula 

Rock Martin (Ptyonoprogne fuligula) 

Large Rock Martin (Ptyonoprogne fuligula) with 
ssp. pretoriae, anderssoni, fuligula 

“ 

Pacific Swallow (Hirundo javanica) with ssp. 
javanica, namiyei, frontalis, albescens, 
ambiens, subfusca 

Pacific Swallow (Hirundo tahitica) 



Tahiti Swallow (Hirundo tahitica) “ 

European Red-rumped Swallow (Cecropis 
rufula) 

Red-rumped Swallow (Cecropis daurica) 

Eastern Red-rumped Swallow (Cecropis 
daurica) with ssp daurica, japonica, nipalensis, 
erythropygia 

“ 

African Red-rumped Swallow (Cecropis 
melanocrissus) with ssp. melanocrissus, 
kumboensis, emini 

“ 

Huambo Cisticola (Cisticola bailunduensis) Rock-loving Cisticola (Cisticola emini) 

Maasai Apalis (Apalis stronachi) Karamoja Apalis (Apalis karamojae) 

Ethiopian White-Eye (Zosterops poliogastrus) Heuglin's White-Eye (Zosterops poliogastrus) 

Kafa White-Eye (Zosterops kaffensis) with ssp. 
kulalensis, kaffensis 

“ 

Angola White-Eye (Zosterops kasaicus) with 
ssp.  

Northern Yellow White-Eye (Zosterops 
senegalensis) 

Red-eyed Scimitar Babbler (Erythrogenys 
imberbis) with ssp. imberbis, celata 

Rusty-cheeked Scimitar Babbler (Erythrogenys 
erythrogenys) 

Grey-browed Wren (Pheugopedius 
schulenbergi) 

Plain-tailed Wren (Pheugopedius euophrys) 

Northern House Wren (Troglodytes aedon) 
with ssp. parkmanii, aedon, cahooni, 
brunneicollis 

House Wren (Troglodytes aedon) 

Southern House Wren (Troglodytes musculus) 
with ssp. intermedius, peninsularis, inquietus, 
carychrous, pallidipes, tobagensis, atopus, 
effutitus, striatulus, columbae, clarus, albicans, 
musculus, bonariae, puna, audax, carabayae, 
tecellatus, rex, atacamensis, chilensis 

“ 

Cozumel Wren (Troglodytes beani) “ 

Kalinago Wren (Troglodytes martinicensis) 
with ssp. mesoleucus, musicus, grenadensis 

“ 

St. Lucia Wren (Troglodytes mesoleucus) “ 

St. Vincent Wren (Troglodytes musicus) “ 

Grenada Wren (Troglodytes grenadensis) “ 

Northern Chestnut-breasted Wren 
(Cyphorhinus dichrous) 

Chestnut-breasted Wren (Cyphorhinus thoracicus) 

Southern Chestnut-breasted Wren 
(Cyphorhinus thoracicus) 

“ 

Maranon Gnatcatcher (Polioptila maior) Tropical Gnatcatcher (Polioptila plumbea) 

Martinique Thrasher (Ramphocinclus 
brachyurus) 

White-breasted Thrasher (Ramphocinclus 
brachyurus) 



St. Lucia Thrasher (Ramphocinclus 
sanctaeluciae) 

“ 

Mindoro Island Thrush (Turdus mindorensis) Island Thrush (Turdus poliocephalus) 

Luzon Island Thrush (Turdus thomassoni) with 
ssp. thomassoni, mayonensis 

“ 

Mindanao Island Thrush (Turdus nigrorum) 
with ssp. nigrorum, malindangensis, katanglad, 
kelleri 

“ 

Wallacean Island Thrush (Turdus schlegelii) 
with ssp. schlegelii, sterlingi, celebensis, 
hygroscopus 

“ 

Christmas Island Thrush (Turdus 
erythropleurus) 

“ 

Sundaic Island Thrush (Turdus javanicus) with 
ssp. seebohmi, stresemanni, whiteheadi, 
javanicus, fumidus, indrapurae, loeseri 

“ 

Moluccan Island Thrush (Turdus deningeri) 
with ssp. sukahujan, deningeri 

“ 

Papuan Island Thrush (Turdus papuensis) with 
ssp. versteegi, papuensis, canescens 

“ 

Bismarck Island Thrush (Turdus heinrothi) with 
ssp. beehleri, tolokiwae, heinrothi 

“ 

Bougainville Island Thrush (Turdus 
bougainvillei) 

“ 

Solomons Island Thrush (Turdus 
kulambangra) with ssp. kulambangrae, sladeni 

“ 

Vanikoro Island Thrush (Turdus vanikorensis) 
with ssp. rennellianus, efatensis, vanikorensis, 
whitneyi, malekulae, becki, mareensis, placens 

“ 

White-headed Island Thrush (Turdus 
pritzbueri) with ssp. albifrons, pritzbueri 

“ 

New Caledonian Island Thrush (I) “ 

Tasman Sea Island Thrush (Turdus 
poliocephalus) with ssp. vinitinctus, 
poliocephalus 

“ 

Samoan Island Thrush (Turdus samoensis) “ 

Fiji Island Thrush (Turdus ruficeps) with ssp. 
hades, ruficeps, tempesti, vitiensis, layardi 

“ 

Larwo Shama (Copsychus omissus) with ssp. 
javanus, omissus 

White-rumped Shama (Copsychus malabaricus) 

Kangean Shama (Copsychus nigricauda) “ 

Sri Lanka Shama (Copsychus leggei) “ 

Maratua Shama (Copsychus barbouri) White-crowned Shama (Copsychus stricklandii) 



Taiwan Bush Robin (Tarsiger formosanus) White-browed Bush Robin (Tarsiger indicus) 

Qilian Bluetail (Tarsiger albocoeruleus) Red-flanked Bluetail (Tarsiger cyanurus) 

Javan Flowerpecker (Dicaeum 
sanguinolentum) 

Blood-breasted Flowerpecker (Dicaeum 
sanguinolentum) 

Flores Flowerpecker (Dicaeum rhodopygiale) “ 

Sumba Flowerpecker (Dicaeum wilhelminae) “ 

Timor Flowerpecker (Dicaeum hanieli) “ 

Gorgeous Sunbird (Cinnyris melanogastrus) Beautiful Sunbird (Cinnyris pulchellus) 

Siberian Pipit (Anthus japonicus) Buff-bellied Pipit (Anthus rubescens) 

American Pipit (Anthus rubescens) with ssp. 
rubescens, alticola 

“ 

Grey-crowned Goldfinch (Carduelis caniceps) 
with ssp. paropanisi, subulata, caniceps, ultima 

European Goldfinch (Carduelis carduelis) 

Maranon Sparrow (Arremon nigriceps) Black-capped Sparrow (Arremon abeillei) 

Taczanowski's Brushfinch (Atlapetes 
taczanowskii) 

Slaty Brushfinch (Atlapetes schistaceus) 

 
  



Lumps 

 

Species Lumped into 

Halmahera Swiftlet (Aerodramus infuscatus) Moluccan Swiftlet (Aerodramus infuscatus) 

Sulawesi Swiftlet (Aerodramus sororum) “ 

Seram Swiftlet (Aerodramus ceramensis) “ 

Germain's Swiftlet (Aerodramus germani) with 
ssp. germani, amechanus 

Edible-nest Swiftlet (Aerodramus fuciphagus) 

Macquarie Parakeet (Cyanoramphus 
erythrotis) 

Red-crowned Parakeet (Cyanoramphus 
novaezelandiae) 

Bougainville Monarch (Monarcha 
erythrostictus) 

Chestnut-bellied Monarch (Monarcha 
castaneiventris) 

Dyaul Flycatcher (Myiagra cervinicolor) Velvet Flycatcher (Myiagra eichhorni) 

Crescent-caped Lophorina (Lophorina 
niedda) 

Vogelkop Lophorina (Lophorina superba) 

Japanese Tit (Parus minor) Cinereous Tit (Parus cinereus) 

Foxy Lark (Calendulauda alopex) Fawn-colored Lark (Calendulauda africanoides) 

Barlow's Lark (Calendulauda barlowi) Dune Lark (Calendulauda erythrochlamys) 

Ash's Lark (Corypha ashi) Somali Lark (Corypha somalica) 

Olive-headed Greenbul (Arizelocichla 
olivaceiceps) 

Olive-headed Greenbul (Arizelocichla striifacies) 

Stripe-faced Greenbul (Arizelocichla 
striifacies) 

“ 

Striated Swallow (Cecropis striolata) Eastern Red-rumped Swallow (Cecropis daurica) 

West African Swallow (Cecropis domicella) African Red-rumped Swallow (Cecropis 
melanocrissus) 

Rock-loving Cisticola (Rock-loving) (Cisticola 
emini [emini-group]) 

Rock-loving Cisticola (Cisticola aberrans) 

Salvadori's Eremomela (Eremomela 
salvadorii) 

Yellow-bellied Eremomela (Eremomela 
icteropygialis) 

Buff-chested Babbler (Cyanoderma 
ambiguum) 

Rufous-fronted Babbler (Cyanoderma rufifrons) 

Common Redpoll (Acanthis flammea) Redpoll (Acanthis flammea) 

Lesser Redpoll (Carduelis cabaret) “ 

Arctic Redpoll (Carduelis hornemanni) “ 

 
  



Species Reassigned to New Families   

 
Species Old Family New Family 

Indian Spotted Creeper (Salpornis spilonota) Certhiidae Salpornithidae 

African Spotted Creeper (Salpornis salvadori) “ “ 

   

Sub-Species Reassigned to New Species   

 
Subspecies Moved to 

Common Cicadabird (Slender-billed) [edithae] 
(Edolisoma tenuirostre edithae) 

Sulawesi Cicadabird (Edolisoma morio) 

Common Cicadabird [matthiae] (Edolisoma 
tenuirostre matthiae) 

Bismarck Cicadabird (Edolisoma remotum) 

Common Cicadabird [heinrothi] (Edolisoma 
tenuirostre heinrothi) 

“ 

Common Cicadabird [rooki] (Edolisoma 
tenuirostre rooki) 

“ 

Yellow-throated Whistler (Banda Sea) [par] 
(Pachycephala macrorhyncha par) 

Fawn-breasted Whistler (Pachycephala orpheus) 

Yellow-throated Whistler (Banda Sea) [compar] 
(Pachycephala macrorhyncha compar) 

“ 

Yellow-throated Whistler (Timor) (Pachycephala 
macrorhyncha calliope) 

Rusty-breasted Whistler (Pachycephala calliope) 

Yellow-throated Whistler (Damar) (Pachycephala 
macrorhyncha dammeriana) 

Mangrove Golden Whistler (Pachycephala 
melanura) 

Pale Crag Martin [pusilla] (Ptyonoprogne 
obsoleta pusilla) 

Red-throated Rock Martin (Ptyonoprogne rufigula) 

 

 
  



Common Name changes 

 
Old Common Name New Common Name 

Moluccan Cuckoo (Cacomantis aeruginosus) Moluccan Brush Cuckoo 

Verreaux's Monal-Partridge (Tetraophasis 
obscurus) 

Chestnut-throated Monal-Partridge 

Szechenyi's Monal-Partridge (Tetraophasis 
szechenyii) 

Buff-throated Monal-Partridge 

Island Swiftlet (Aerodramus inquietus) Caroline Swiftlet 

Racket-tailed Coquette (Discosura longicaudus) Racket-tipped Thorntail 

Houbara Bustard (Chlamydotis undulata) African Houbara 

Macqueen's Bustard (Chlamydotis macqueenii) Asian Houbara 

Mackinlay's Cuckoo-Dove (Macropygia 
mackinlayi) 

Spot-breasted Cuckoo-Dove 

Tongan Ground Dove (Pampusana stairi) Shy Ground Dove 

Orange Fruit Dove (Ptilinopus victor) Orange Dove 

Golden Fruit Dove (Ptilinopus luteovirens) Golden Dove 

Whistling Fruit Dove (Ptilinopus layardi) Whistling Dove 

Marquesan Imperial Pigeon (Ducula galeata) Nuku Hiva Imperial Pigeon 

Chatham Pigeon (Hemiphaga chathamensis) Chatham Islands Pigeon 

Chatham Rail (Cabalus modestus) Chatham Islands Rail 

Chatham Oystercatcher (Haematopus 
chathamensis) 

Chatham Islands Oystercatcher 

Chatham Snipe (Coenocorypha pusilla) Chatham Islands Snipe 

Cape Petrel (Daption capense) Pintado Petrel 

Chatham Petrel (Pterodroma axillaris) Chatham Islands Petrel 

Audubon's Shearwater (Puffinus lherminieri) Sargasso Shearwater 

Chatham Shag (Leucocarbo onslowi) Chatham Islands Shag 

Doria's Goshawk (Megatriorchis doriae) Doria's Hawk 

Hombron's Kingfisher (Actenoides hombroni) Blue-capped Kingfisher 

Winchell's Kingfisher (Todiramphus winchelli) Rufous-lored Kingfisher 

Solomons Cockatoo (Cacatua ducorpsii) Solomons Corella 

Chatham Parakeet (Cyanoramphus forbesi) Chatham Islands Parakeet 

White-throated Xenops (Xenops minutus) Atlantic Plain Xenops 

Chatham Bellbird (Anthornis melanocephala) Chatham Islands Bellbird 

Giant Honeyeater (Gymnomyza brunneirostris) Duetting Giant Honeyeater 

Yellow-billed Honeyeater (Gymnomyza viridis) Yellow-billed Giant Honeyeater 

Chatham Gerygone (Gerygone albofrontata) Duetting Giant Honeyeater 

Chatham Gerygone (Gerygone albofrontata) Chatham Islands Gerygone 

Black-bibbed Monarch (Symposiachrus mundus) Banda Sea Monarch 

Black-tailed Monarch (Symposiachrus verticalis) Bismarck Monarch 



Oceanic Flycatcher (Myiagra oceanica) Chuuk Flycatcher 

Philippine Crow (Corvus philippinus) Philippine Jungle Crow 

Cameroon Greenbul (Arizelocichla montana) Cameroon Mountain Greenbul 

Western Greenbul (Arizelocichla tephrolaema) Western Mountain Greenbul 

Uluguru Greenbul (Arizelocichla neumanni) Uluguru Mountain Greenbul 

Black-browed Greenbul (Arizelocichla fusciceps) Black-browed Mountain Greenbul 

Yellow-throated Greenbul (Arizelocichla chlorigula) Yellow-throated Mountain Greenbul 

Olive-breasted Greenbul (Arizelocichla 
kikuyuensis) 

Kikuyu Mountain Greenbul 

Mountain Greenbul (Arizelocichla nigriceps) Black-headed Mountain Greenbul 

Red-tailed Leaflove (Phyllastrephus scandens) Leaf-love 

Chatham Fernbird (Poodytes rufescens) Chatham Islands Fernbird 

Lazy Cisticola (Cisticola aberrans) Rock-loving Cisticola 

Grey-throated White-Eye (Zosterops rendovae) Makira White-eye 

Pearl-bellied White-Eye (Zosterops grayi) Kai Besar White-eye 

Golden-bellied White-Eye (Zosterops uropygialis) Kai Kecil White-eye 

Steere's Liocichla (Liocichla steerii) Taiwan Liocichla 

Sclater's Wren (Campylorhynchus humilis) Russet-naped Wren 

Mountain Wheatear (Myrmecocichla monticola) Mountain Chat 

Bronzy Sunbird (Nectarinia kilimensis) Bronze Sunbird 

Shining Sunbird (Cinnyris habessinicus) Abyssinian Sunbird 

Clarke's Weaver (Ploceus golandi) Kilifi Weaver 

Grey-capped Greenfinch (Chloris sinica) Oriental Greenfinch 

  
  



Scientific name changes 

 
Old Scientific Name New Scientific Name 

Great Spotted Kiwi (Apteryx haastii) Apteryx maxima 

Mangrove Hummingbird (Amazilia boucardi) Chrysuronia boucardi 

Long-billed Cuckoo (Chrysococcyx megarhynchus) Chalcites megarhynchus 

Horsfield's Bronze Cuckoo (Chrysococcyx basalis) Chalcites basalis 

Black-eared Cuckoo (Chrysococcyx osculans) Chalcites osculans 

Rufous-throated Bronze Cuckoo (Chrysococcyx 
ruficollis) 

Chalcites ruficollis 

Shining Bronze Cuckoo (Chrysococcyx lucidus) Chalcites lucidus 

White-eared Bronze Cuckoo (Chrysococcyx meyerii) Chalcites meyerii 

Little Bronze Cuckoo (Chrysococcyx minutillus) Chalcites minutillus 

Pallid Cuckoo (Cacomantis pallidus) Heteroscenes pallidus 

White-crowned Cuckoo (Cacomantis leucolophus) Caliechthrus leucolophus 

Guanay Cormorant (Leucocarbo bougainvillii) Leucocarbo bougainvilliorum 

Stripe-backed Bittern (Ixobrychus involucris) Botaurus involucris 

Least Bittern (Ixobrychus exilis) Botaurus exilis 

Black Bittern (Ixobrychus flavicollis) Botaurus flavicollis 

Cinnamon Bittern (Ixobrychus cinnamomeus) Botaurus cinnamomeus 

Von Schrenck's Bittern (Ixobrychus eurhythmus) Botaurus eurhythmus 

Dwarf Bittern (Ixobrychus sturmii) Botaurus sturmii 

Little Bittern (Ixobrychus minutus) Botaurus minutus 

Yellow Bittern (Ixobrychus sinensis) Botaurus sinensis 

Black-backed Bittern (Ixobrychus dubius) Botaurus dubius 

New Zealand Bittern (Ixobrychus novaezelandiae) Botaurus novaezelandiae 

Western Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) Ardea ibis 

Eastern Cattle Egret (Bubulcus coromandus) Ardea coromanda 

Crested Goshawk (Accipiter trivirgatus) Lophospiza trivirgata 

Sulawesi Goshawk (Accipiter griseiceps) Lophospiza griseiceps 

Red-chested Goshawk (Accipiter toussenelii) Aerospiza toussenelii 

African Goshawk (Accipiter tachiro) Aerospiza tachiro 

Chestnut-flanked Sparrowhawk (Accipiter castanilius) Aerospiza castanilius 

Shikra (Accipiter badius) Tachyspiza badia 

Nicobar Sparrowhawk (Accipiter butleri) Tachyspiza butleri 

Levant Sparrowhawk (Accipiter brevipes) Tachyspiza brevipes 

Chinese Sparrowhawk (Accipiter soloensis) Tachyspiza soloensis 

Frances's Sparrowhawk (Accipiter francesiae) Tachyspiza francesiae 

Spot-tailed Sparrowhawk (Accipiter trinotatus) Tachyspiza trinotata 

Grey Goshawk (Accipiter novaehollandiae) Tachyspiza novaehollandiae 



Variable Goshawk (Accipiter hiogaster) Tachyspiza hiogaster 

Brown Goshawk (Accipiter fasciatus) Tachyspiza fasciata 

Black-mantled Goshawk (Accipiter melanochlamys) Tachyspiza melanochlamys 

Pied Goshawk (Accipiter albogularis) Tachyspiza albogularis 

White-bellied Goshawk (Accipiter haplochrous) Tachyspiza haplochroa 

Fiji Goshawk (Accipiter rufitorques) Tachyspiza rufitorques 

Moluccan Goshawk (Accipiter henicogrammus) Tachyspiza henicogramma 

Slaty-mantled Goshawk (Accipiter luteoschistaceus) Tachyspiza luteoschistacea 

Imitator Goshawk (Accipiter imitator) Tachyspiza imitator 

Grey-headed Goshawk (Accipiter poliocephalus) Tachyspiza poliocephala 

New Britain Goshawk (Accipiter princeps) Tachyspiza princeps 

Red-thighed Sparrowhawk (Accipiter erythropus) Tachyspiza erythropus 

Little Sparrowhawk (Accipiter minullus) Tachyspiza minulla 

Japanese Sparrowhawk (Accipiter gularis) Tachyspiza gularis 

Besra (Accipiter virgatus) Tachyspiza virgata 

Dwarf Sparrowhawk (Accipiter nanus) Tachyspiza nanus 

Rufous-necked Sparrowhawk (Accipiter 
erythrauchen) 

Tachyspiza erythrauchen 

Collared Sparrowhawk (Accipiter cirrocephalus) Tachyspiza cirrocephala 

New Britain Sparrowhawk (Accipiter brachyurus) Tachyspiza brachyura 

Vinous-breasted Sparrowhawk (Accipiter 
rhodogaster) 

Tachyspiza rhodogaster 

Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) Astur cooperii 

Gundlach's Hawk (Accipiter gundlachi) Astur gundlachi 

Bicolored Hawk (Accipiter bicolor) Astur bicolor 

Chilean Hawk (Accipiter chilensis) Astur chilensis 

Black Sparrowhawk (Accipiter melanoleucus) Astur melanoleucus 

Henst's Goshawk (Accipiter henstii) Astur henstii 

Eurasian Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) Astur gentilis 

American Goshawk (Accipiter atricapillus) Astur atricapillus 

Meyer's Goshawk (Accipiter meyerianus) Astur meyerianus 

Slaty-winged Foliage-Gleaner (Philydor fuscipenne) Neophilydor fuscipenne 

Rufous-rumped Foliage-Gleaner (Philydor 
erythrocercum) 

Neophilydor erythrocercum 

Rough-legged Tyrannulet (Phyllomyias burmeisteri) Acrochordopus burmeisteri 

White-fronted Tyrannulet (Phyllomyias zeledoni) Acrochordopus zeledoni 

Black-capped Tyrannulet (Phyllomyias nigrocapillus) Tyranniscus nigrocapillus 

Ashy-headed Tyrannulet (Phyllomyias cinereiceps) Tyranniscus cinereiceps 

Tawny-rumped Tyrannulet (Phyllomyias uropygialis) Tyranniscus uropygialis 

Halmahera Cuckooshrike (Edolisoma parvulum) Coracina parvula 



Rusty-breasted Whistler (Pachycephala fulvotincta) Pachycephala calliope 

Black-throated Magpie-Jay (Calocitta colliei) Cyanocorax colliei 

White-throated Magpie-Jay (Calocitta formosa) Cyanocorax Formosus 

Brown Jay (Psilorhinus morio) Cyanocorax morio 

Black-chinned Robin (Poecilodryas brachyura) Leucophantes brachyurus 

Rusty Bush Lark (Mirafra rufa) Calendulauda rufa 

Gillett's Lark (Mirafra gilletti) Calendulauda gilletti 

Burmese Bush Lark (Mirafra microptera) Plocealauda microptera 

Indochinese Bush Lark (Mirafra erythrocephala) Plocealauda erythrocephala 

Jerdon's Bush Lark (Mirafra affinis) Plocealauda affinis 

Indian Bush Lark (Mirafra erythroptera) Plocealauda erythroptera 

Bengal Bush Lark (Mirafra assamica) Plocealauda assamica 

Collared Lark (Mirafra collaris) Amirafra collaris 

Angola Lark (Mirafra angolensis) Amirafra angolensis 

Flappet Lark (Mirafra rufocinnamomea) Amirafra rufocinnamomea 

Cape Clapper Lark (Mirafra apiata) Corypha apiata 

Eastern Clapper Lark (Mirafra fasciolata) Corypha fasciolata 

Red-winged Lark (Mirafra hypermetra) Corypha hypermetra 

Rufous-naped Lark (Mirafra africana) Corypha Africana 

Sharpe's Lark (Mirafra sharpii) Russet Lark (Corypha sharpii) 

Somali Lark (Mirafra somalica) Corypha somalica 

Nicobar Bulbul (Ixos nicobariensis) Hypsipetes nicobariensis 

Dusky Tetraka (Xanthomixis tenebrosa) Crossleyia tenebrosa 

Red-throated Ant Tanager (Habia fuscicauda) Driophlox fuscicauda 

Black-cheeked Ant Tanager (Habia atrimaxillaris) Driophlox atrimaxillaris 

Sooty Ant Tanager (Habia gutturalis) Driophlox gutturalis 

Crested Ant Tanager (Habia cristata) Driophlox cristata 

  



New Distribution Areas 
 
In this update the following new distribution areas are available. 
 
Timor-Leste, South Sudan, Kalimantan, Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah Malaysia, Sarawak 
Malaysia, North Korea, South Korea. 
 
These additional areas can be used in workspaces to get more targeted species lists than 
previously.  The new areas do not affect your existing data but to take full advantage of the 
new areas you may need to make a few adjustments to your locations data as shown below.  
These changes need to be made after installing the latest species update. 
 
Timor-Leste  
 
Previously all the species present in Timor-Leste were included in the distribution area 
Lesser Sundas. If you have any trips made in Timor-Leste and you have created one or 
more sites for those trips, you can take advantage of the new area by doing the following: 
 

• Use WR4 Locations Admin to move the sites belonging to Timor_Leste from their 
current location in Indonesia or Lesser Sundas to the new country Timor_Leste. 

• Optionally create a new workspace for Timor_Leste so that you can easily view all 
your trips for that country. 

 
 
 
  



South Sudan 
 
Previously all the species present in South Sudan were included in the distribution area 
Sudan. If you have any trips made in South Sudan and you have created one or more sites 
for those trips, you can take advantage of the new area by doing the following: 
 

• Use WR4 Locations Admin to move the sites belonging to South Sudan from their 
current location in Sudan to the new country South Sudan. 

• Optionally create a new workspace for South Sudan so that you can easily view all 
your trips for that country. 

 

Peninsular Malaysia 
 
The distribution area Malaysia now contains the species for all the Malaysian territories, 
Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak. If you have any trips made in Peninsular 
Malaysia and you have created one or more sites for those trips, you can take advantage of 
the new area by doing the following: 
 

• Use WR4 Locations Admin to move the sites belonging to Peninsular Malaysia from 
their current location in Malaysia to the new area Peninsular Malaysia. 

• Optionally create a new workspace for Peninsular Malaysia  so that you can easily 
view all your trips for that area. 

 

Sabah Malaysia 
 
The old Sabah area was linked to species area Borneo so it was not possible to include 
Sabah records in a Malaysia list and it was only possible to get a list of species for the 
whole of Borneo, not just Sabah. If you have any trips made in Sabah and you have created 
one or more sites for those trips, you can take advantage of the new area by doing the 
following: 
 

• Use WR4 Locations Admin to move the sites belonging to Sabah from their current 
location in Borneo, the old Sabah country or Malaysia to the new area Sabah 
Malaysia. 

• Optionally create a new workspace for Sabah Malaysia so that you can easily view all 
your trips for that area. 

 

 
 
  



Sarawak Malaysia 
 
The old Sarawak area was linked to species area Borneo so it was not possible to include 
Sarawak records in a Malaysia list and it was only possible to get a list of species for the 
whole of Borneo, not just Sarawak. If you have any trips made in Sarawak and you have 
created one or more sites for those trips, you can take advantage of the new area by doing 
the following: 
 

• Use WR4 Locations Admin to move the sites belonging to Sarawak from their current 
location in Borneo, the old Sarawak country or Malaysia to the new area Sarawak 
Malaysia. 

• Optionally create a new workspace for Sarawak Malaysia so that you can easily view 
all your trips for that area. 

 

Kalimantan 
 
There was no Kalimantan area and the only way to get a species list for that area was to 
select Borneo so it was not possible to include Kalimantan records in an Indonesian list and 
it was only possible to get a list of species for the whole of Borneo, not just Kalimantan. If 
you have any trips made in Kalimantan and you have created one or more sites for those 
trips, you can take advantage of the new area by doing the following: 
 

• Use WR4 Locations Admin to move the sites belonging to Kalimantan from their 
current location in Borneo or Indonesia to the new area Kalimantan. 

• Optionally create a new workspace for Kalimantan so that you can easily view all your 
trips for that area. 
 
 

South Korea 
 
Previously all the species present in South Korea were included in the distribution area 
Sudan. If you have any trips made in South Korea and you have created one or more sites 
for those trips, you can take advantage of the new area by doing the following: 
 

• Use WR4 Locations Admin to move the sites belonging to South Korea from their 
current location in North Korea to the new country South Korea. 

• Optionally create a new workspace for South Korea so that you can easily view all 
your trips for that country. 

 
 


