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Introduction 
 
This update implements the following: 
 

• IOC World Bird List 13.2 

• Corrections to distribution and distribution texts. 
 
New 
 
In species distribution, extinct species are separable from species of uncertain or historic 
occurrence.  In previous versions this was not possible.  This change allows the exclusion of extinct 
species from Species Checklists and the results of queries such as “Where To Go”. 
 
This species update requires version 4.1.140 or later of Wildlife Recorder 4.  This update is not 
compatible with Wildlife Recorder 3. 
 
Taxonomy Support 
 
Important notice for users of Howard and Moore and HBW taxonomies. 
 
It has been some years since the publication of Howard and Moore and there seems to be no sign 
that a new version will appear.  We will no longer be updating the HM taxonomy in future versions of 
the database.  You may continue to use your existing version of H&M taxonomy, but it will no longer 
be updated. 
 
Since the HBW databases have been taken over by Cornell (eBird) and will use the Clements/eBird 
taxonomy, we will no longer be updating the HBW taxonomy.  You may continue to use your 
existing version of the HBW taxonomy, but it will no longer be updated. 
 
  

  



Changes to the Bird Species Database in previous versions 
 
A complete list of all the changes contained in each version of the species database can be found in 
the Wildlife Recorder User Area on our website. 



Changes to the Bird Species Database since last update (version 112 
January 2023) 
 

Clements Taxonomy Changes 

 

No changes 
 
  



IOC Taxonomy Changes 
 
Implemented changes in IOC 13.2 taxonomy.  In addition to the changes noted below there are many 
species sequence changes in this update.  For full details of the IOC changes see the IOC website 

 

New Species and Sub-species 

 

Species/Sub-species Name 

White-breasted Waterhen [leucocephalus] (Amaurornis phoenicurus leucocephalus) 

Yellow-spotted Barbet [dowsetti] (Buccanodon duchaillui dowsetti) 

Yellow-spotted Barbet [duchaillui] (Buccanodon duchaillui duchaillui) 

Ochraceous Piculet [fulvescens] (Picumnus limae fulvescens) 

Rüppell's Parrot [rueppellii] (Poicephalus rueppellii rueppellii) 

Rüppell's Parrot [mariettae] (Poicephalus rueppellii mariettae) 

Western Olivaceous Flatbill [cryptus] (Rhynchocyclus aequinoctialis cryptus) 

Black-headed Tailorbird [nigriceps] (Orthotomus nigriceps nigriceps) 

Black-headed Tailorbird [luminosus] (Orthotomus nigriceps luminosus) 

Large Ground Finch [darwini] (Geospiza magnirostris darwini) 

Plain Xenops (Southeastern) [alagoanus] (Xenops genibarbis alagoanus) 

Pacific Robin (Vanuatu) [tannensis] (Petroica pusilla tannensis) 

Ibera Seedeater (Sporophila iberaensis) 

 

  

https://www.worldbirdnames.org/updates/


New Groups 

 

Group Name 

Middle American Screech-owl (Vermiculated) (Megascops guatemalae vermiculatus) 

Yellow-headed Amazon (Tres Marias) (Amazona oratrix tresmariae) 

Yellow-headed Amazon (Yellow-headed) (Amazona oratrix [oratrix-group]) 

Mealy Amazon (Northern) (Amazona farinosa guatemalae/virenticeps) 

Mealy Amazon (Southern) (Amazona farinosa farinosa) 

Ground Parrot (Western) (Pezoporus wallicus flaviventris) 

Ground Parrot (Eastern) (Pezoporus wallicus wallicus/leachi) 

Uniform Woodcreeper (Uniform) (Hylexetastes uniformis uniformis) 

Uniform Woodcreeper (Brigida's) (Hylexetastes uniformis brigidai) 

Ocellated Woodcreeper (Tschudi's) (Xiphorhynchus ocellatus [chunchotambo-group]) 

Streak-backed Canastero (Streak-backed) (Asthenes wyatti [wyatti-group]) 

Streak-backed Canastero (Puna) (Asthenes wyatti [sclateri-group]) 

Western Flycatcher (Pacific-slope) (Empidonax difficilis [difficilis-group]) 

Western Flycatcher (Cordilleran) (Empidonax difficilis [occidentalis-group]) 

Lesser Whitethroat (Hume's) (Curruca curruca althaea) 

Lesser Whitethroat (Desert) (Curruca curruca minula/margelanica) 

Chapin's Flycatcher (Chapin's) (Fraseria lendu lendu) 

Chapin's Flycatcher (Itombwe) (Fraseria lendu itombwensis) 

Orange-bellied Leafbird (Orange-bellied) (Chloropsis hardwickii hardwickii/malayana) 

Orange-bellied Leafbird (Greyish-crowned) (Chloropsis hardwickii lazulina/melliana) 

Cape Bunting (Cape) (Emberiza capensis [capensis-group]) 

Cape Bunting (Vincent's) (Emberiza capensis vincenti) 

Mountain Cacique (Northern) (Cacicus chrysonotus leucoramphus/peruvianus) 

Mountain Cacique (Southern) (Cacicus chrysonotus chrysonotus) 

Orchard Oriole (Orchard) (Icterus spurius spurius) 

Orchard Oriole (Ochre) (Icterus spurius fuertesi) 

 

 

  



Deleted Groups  

 
Species/Sub-species Name Reason 

Savanna Nightjar (Franklin's) (Caprimulgus affinis 
[monticolus-group]) 

Grouping replaced by ssp from both 
monticolus and affinis groups except 
for griseatus and mindanensis which 
are split as Caprimulgus griseatus 

Savanna Nightjar (Savanna) (Caprimulgus affinis [affinis-
group]) 

Grouping replaced by split species 
Caprimulgus griseatus except for 
timorensis which is retained in C. 
affinis 

Common Chaffinch (Azores/Madeira) (Fringilla coelebs 
moreletti/maderensis) 

Member ssp have been split as 
separate species F. moreletti and F. 
maderensis 

Buff-breasted Mountain Tanager (Buff-breasted) (Dubusia 
taeniata taeniata/carrikeri) 

Group members split as species 
Dubusia taeniata and D. carrikeri 

 

Deleted Species and Sub-species  

(N.B. These will still be in the database but marked “not in taxonomy”) 
 
Species/Sub-species Name Reason 

Black-and-white Becard [coronatus] (Pachyramphus 
albogriseus coronatus) 

Included in nominate 

Black-and-white Becard [guayaquilensis] (Pachyramphus 
albogriseus guayaquilensis) 

Included in salvini 

White-chested Tinkerbird (Pogoniulus makawai) Included in P. bilineatus "White-
chested Tinkerbird" P. makawai, 
known only from the unique type 
specimen, was previously treated as 
a species based on its distinctive 
morphology (Collar & Fishpool 2006, 
HBW/BirdLife) 

Black-dotted Piculet (Picumnus nigropunctatus) Now treated as a junior synonym of 
P. s. obsoletus 

Sand Lark [krishnakumarsinhji] (Alaudala raytal 
krishnakumarsinhji) 

Included in adamsi 

 

  



Splits 

Species Split From 

Chirruping Nightjar (Caprimulgus griseatus) 
with ssp. griseatus, mindanensis 

Savanna Nightjar (Caprimulgus affinis) 

Siberian Sand Plover (Charadrius mongolus) 
with ssp.  mongolus, stegmanni 

Lesser Sand Plover (Charadrius mongolus) 

Tibetan Sand Plover (Charadrius atrifrons) with 
ssp. pamirensis, atrifrons, schaeferi 

“ 

Eurasian Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) with ssp. 
buteoides, albidus, schvedowi, fujiyamae, 
gentilis, marginatus, arrigonii 

Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) 

American Goshawk (Accipiter atricapillus) with 
ssp. atricapillus, laingi, apache 

“ 

West African Pied Hornbill (Lophoceros 
semifasciatus) 

African Pied Hornbill (Lophoceros fasciatus) 

Congo Pied Hornbill (Lophoceros fasciatus) “ 

Crimson-naped Woodpecker (Dryobates 
cathpharius) with ssp. cathpharius, ludlowi, 
pyrrhothorax 

Crimson-breasted Woodpecker (Dryobates 
cathpharius) 

Necklaced Woodpecker (Dryobates pernyii) 
with ssp. tenebrosus, pernyii, innixus 

“ 

Splendid Woodpecker (Campephilus 
splendens) 

Crimson-bellied Woodpecker (Campephilus 
haematogaster) 

Buff-rumped Woodpecker (Meiglyptes 
grammithorax) 

Buff-rumped Woodpecker (Meiglyptes tristis) 

Zebra Woodpecker (Meiglyptes tristis) “ 

Citron-crested Cockatoo (Cacatua 
citrinocristata) 

Yellow-crested Cockatoo (Cacatua sulphurea) 

Grey-lored Broadbill (Serilophus rubropygius) Silver-breasted Broadbill (Serilophus lunatus) 

Little Long-tailed Woodcreeper (Deconychura 
typica) with ssp. typica, darienensis, minor 

Long-tailed Woodcreeper (Deconychura longicauda) 

Northern Long-tailed Woodcreeper 
(Deconychura longicauda) 

“ 

Southern Long-tailed Woodcreeper 
(Deconychura pallida) with ssp. connectens, 
pallida, zimmeri 

“ 

Xingu Scythebill (Campylorhamphus 
multostriatus) 

Curve-billed Scythebill (Campylorhamphus 
procurvoides) 

Tapajos Scythebill (Campylorhamphus 
probatus) with ssp. probatus, cardosoi 

“ 

White-throated Xenops (Xenops minutus) Plain Xenops (Xenops genibarbis) 



Fawn-throated Foliage-Gleaner (Automolus 
cervinigularis) with ssp. cervinigularis, 
hypophaeus 

Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner (Automolus 
ochrolaemus) 

Ochre-throated Foliage-Gleaner (Automolus 
ochrolaemus) with ssp. pallidigularis, turdinus, 
ochrolaemus, auricularis 

“ 

Vilcabamba Spinetail (Cranioleuca weskei) Marcapata Spinetail (Cranioleuca marcapatae) 

Araguaia Spinetail (Synallaxis simoni) White-lored Spinetail (Synallaxis albilora) 

Boyaca Antpitta (Grallaria alticola) Tawny Antpitta (Grallaria quitensis) 

Atuen Antpitta (Grallaria atuensis) “ 

Western Olivaceous Flatbill (Rhynchocyclus 
aequinoctialis) with ssp. bardus, mirus, 
jelambianus, tamborensis, flavus, cryptus, 
aequinoctialis 

Olivaceous Flatbill (Rhynchocyclus olivaceus) 

Eastern Olivaceous Flatbill (Rhynchocyclus 
olivaceus) with ssp. guianensis, sordidus, 
olivaceus 

“ 

Cryptic Becard (Pachyramphus salvini) Black-and-White Becard (Pachyramphus 
albogriseus) 

Javan Oriole (Oriolus cruentus) Black-and-crimson Oriole (Oriolus cruentus) 

Ventriloquial Oriole (Oriolus consobrinus) with 
ssp. consobrinus, persuasus 

Dark-throated Oriole (Oriolus xanthonotus) 

Short-tailed Drongo (Dicrurus striatus) with 
ssp. samarensis, striatus 

Balicassiao (Dicrurus balicassius) 

Sangihe Golden Bulbul (Hypsipetes platenae) Northern Golden Bulbul (Hypsipetes longirostris) 

Togian Golden Bulbul (Hypsipetes aureus) “ 

Banggai Golden Bulbul (Hypsipetes harterti) “ 

Sula Golden Bulbul (Hypsipetes longirostris) “ 

Halmahera Golden Bulbul (Hypsipetes chloris) “ 

Obi Golden Bulbul (Hypsipetes lucasi) “ 

Pale-eyed Bulbul (Pycnonotus davisoni) Stripe-throated Bulbul (Pycnonotus finlaysoni) 

Mottled Mannikin (Lonchura hunsteini) Hunstein's Mannikin (Lonchura hunsteini) 

Eurasian Chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs) with ssp. 
gengleri, coelebs, solomkoi, sarda, syriaca, 
alexandrovi, transcaspia 

Common Chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs) 

African Chaffinch (Fringilla spodiogenys) with 
ssp. africana, harterti, spodiogenys 

“ 

Azores Chaffinch (Fringilla moreletti) “ 

Madeira Chaffinch (Fringilla maderensis) “ 

Canary Islands Chaffinch (Fringilla 
canariensis) with ssp, canariensis, ombriosa, 
bakeri, palmae 

“ 



Hispaniolan Euphonia (Chlorophonia musica) Antillean Euphonia (Chlorophonia musica) 

Puerto Rican Euphonia (Chlorophonia sclateri) “ 

Lesser Antillean Euphonia (Chlorophonia 
flavifrons) 

“ 

Grand Cayman Bullfinch (Melopyrrha taylori) Cuban Bullfinch (Melopyrrha nigra) 

Streaked Dacnis (Xenodacnis petersi) with 
ssp. bella, petersi 

Tit-like Dacnis (Xenodacnis parina) 

Carriker's Mountain Tanager (Dubusia 
carrikeri) 

Buff-breasted Mountain Tanager (Dubusia taeniata) 

Streak-crowned Mountain Tanager (Dubusia 
stictocephala) 

“ 

 
  



Lumps 

 

Species Lumped into 

Vermiculated Screech Owl (Megascops 
vermiculatus) 

Middle American Screech Owl (Megascops 
guatemalae) 

Scale-breasted Woodpecker (Celeus 
grammicus) 

Waved Woodpecker (Celeus undatus) 

Tres Marias Amazon (Amazona tresmariae) Yellow-headed Amazon (Amazona oratrix) 

Northern Mealy Amazon (Amazona 
guatemalae) 

Mealy Amazon (Amazona farinosa) 

Southern Mealy Amazon (Amazona farinosa) “ 

Western Ground Parrot (Pezoporus 
flaviventris) 

Ground Parrot (pezoporus wallicus) 

Eastern Ground Parrot (Pezoporus wallicus) “ 

Brigida's Woodcreeper (Hylexetastes brigidai) Uniform Woodcreeper (Hylexetastes uniformis) 

Tschudi's Woodcreeper (Xiphorhynchus 
chunchotambo) 

Ocellated Woodcreeper (Xiphorhynchus ocellatus) 

Puna Canastero (Asthenes sclateri) Streak-backed Canastero (Asthenes wyatti) 

Pacific-slope Flycatcher (Empidonax difficilis) Western Flycatcher (Empidonax difficilis) 

Cordilleran Flycatcher (Empidonax 
occidentalis) 

“ 

Fanti Drongo (Dicrurus atactus) Velvet-mantled Drongo (Dicrurus modestus) 

Glossy-backed Drongo (Dicrurus divaricatus) Fork-tailed Drongo (Dicrurus adsimilis) 

Western Square-tailed Drongo (Dicrurus 
occidentalis) 

Sharpe's Drongo (Dicrurus sharpei) 

Hume's Whitethroat (Curruca althaea) Lesser Whitethroat (Curruca curruca) 

Desert Whitethroat (Curruca minula) “ 

Itombwe Flycatcher (Fraseria itombwensis) Chapin's Flycatcher (Fraseria lendu) 

Greyish-crowned Leafbird (Chloropsis 
lazulina) 

Orange-bellied Leafbird (Chloropsis hardwickii) 

Vincent's Bunting (Emberiza vincenti) Cape Bunting (Emberiza capensis) 

Northern Mountain Cacique (Cacicus 
leucoramphus) 

Mountain Cacique (Cacicus chrysonotus) 

Southern Mountain Cacique (Cacicus 
chrysonotus) 

“ 

Ochre Oriole (Icterus fuertesi) Orchard Oriole (Icterus spurius) 

 
  



Sub-Species Reassigned to New Species   

 
Subspecies Moved to 

American Barn Owl (Lesser Antilles) [nigrescens] 
(Tyto furcata nigrescens) 

Ashy-faced Owl (Tyto glaucops) 

American Barn Owl (Lesser Antilles) [insularis] 
(Tyto furcata insularis) 

“ 

 

 
  



Common Name changes 

 
Old Common Name New Common Name 

Philippine Spine-tailed Swift (Mearnsia picina) Philippine Spinetail 

Papuan Spine-tailed Swift (Mearnsia 
novaeguineae) 

Papuan Spinetail 

Rufous Hawk-Cuckoo (Hierococcyx hyperythrus) Northern Hawk-cuckoo 

Comoros Olive Pigeon (Columba pollenii) Comoro Olive Pigeon 

Japanese Wood Pigeon (Columba janthina) Black Wood Pigeon 

Comoros Green Pigeon (Treron griveaudi) Comoro Green Pigeon 

Comoros Blue Pigeon (Alectroenas sganzini) Comoro Blue Pigeon 

Madagascar Wood Rail (Mentocrex kioloides) Madagascar Forest Rail 

Tsingy Wood Rail (Mentocrex beankaensis) Tsingy Forest Rail 

Malayan Blue-banded Kingfisher (Alcedo 
peninsulae) 

Malaysian Blue-banded Kingfisher 

Green-billed Toucan (Ramphastos dicolorus) Red-breasted Toucan 

Comoros Black Parrot (Coracopsis sibilans) Comoro Black Parrot 

Papuan Lorikeet (Charmosyna papou) West Papuan Lorikeet 

Comoros Blue Vanga (Cyanolanius comorensis) Comoro Blue Vanga 

Comoros Cuckooshrike (Ceblepyris cucullatus) Comoro Cuckooshrike 

Common Square-tailed Drongo (Dicrurus ludwigii) Square-tailed Drongo 

Japanese Paradise Flycatcher (Terpsiphone 
atrocaudata) 

Black Paradise Flycatcher 

Horsfield's Bush Lark (Mirafra javanica) Singing Bush Lark 

Common House Martin (Delichon urbicum) Western House Martin 

Grand Comoro Brush Warbler (Nesillas 
brevicaudata) 

Grande Comore Brush Warbler 

Comoros Thrush (Turdus bewsheri) Comoro Thrush 

Archer's Robin-Chat (Dessonornis archeri) Archer's Ground Robin 

Comoros Fody (Foudia eminentissima) Comoro Fody 

Japanese Reed Bunting (Emberiza yessoensis) Ochre-rumped Bunting 

Yellow-throated Bush Tanager (Chlorospingus 
flavigularis) 

Yellow-throated Chlorospingus 

Yellow-whiskered Bush Tanager (Chlorospingus 
parvirostris) 

Yellow-whiskered Chlorospingus 

Ashy-throated Bush Tanager (Chlorospingus 
canigularis) 

Ashy-throated Chlorospingus 

Sooty-capped Bush Tanager (Chlorospingus 
pileatus) 

Sooty-capped Chlorospingus 

Common Bush Tanager (Chlorospingus 
flavopectus) 

Common Chlorospingus 



Tacarcuna Bush Tanager (Chlorospingus 
tacarcunae) 

Tacarcuna Chlorospingus 

Pirre Bush Tanager (Chlorospingus inornatus) Pirre Chlorospingus 

Dusky Bush Tanager (Chlorospingus semifuscus) Dusky Chlorospingus 

Olive Tanager (Chlorothraupis frenata) Yellow-lored Tanager 

 
  



Scientific name changes 

 
Old Scientific Name New Scientific Name 

Karoo Korhaan (Eupodotis vigorsii) Heterotetrax vigorsii 

Rüppell's Korhaan (Eupodotis rueppelii) Heterotetrax rueppelii 

Little Brown Bustard (Eupodotis humilis) Heterotetrax humilis 

White-tipped Dove (brasiliensis Group) 
[chalcauchenia] (Leptotila verreauxi chalcauchenia) 

Leptotila verreauxi chlorauchenia 

Paint-billed Crake (Neocrex erythrops) Mustelirallus erythrops 

Colombian Crake (Neocrex colombiana) Mustelirallus colombianus 

Zapata Rail (Cyanolimnas cerverai) Mustelirallus cerverai 

White-bellied Sea Eagle (Haliaeetus leucogaster) Icthyophaga leucogaster 

Sanford's Sea Eagle (Haliaeetus sanfordi) Icthyophaga sanfordi 

African Fish Eagle (Haliaeetus vocifer) Icthyophaga vocifer 

Madagascar Fish Eagle (Haliaeetus vociferoides) Icthyophaga vociferoides 

Lesser Fish Eagle (Haliaeetus humilis) Icthyophaga humilis 

Grey-headed Fish Eagle (Haliaeetus ichthyaetus) Icthyophaga ichthyaetus 

Major Mitchell's Cockatoo (Lophochroa leadbeateri) Pink Cockatoo (Cacatua leadbeateri) 

Speckled Spinetail (Cranioleuca gutturata) Thripophaga gutturata 

Russet-mantled Softtail (Thripophaga berlepschi) Cranioleuca berlepschi 

White-lored Antpitta (Hylopezus fulviventris) Myrmothera fulviventris 

Amazonian Antpitta (Hylopezus berlepschi) Myrmothera berlepschi 

Thicket Antpitta (Hylopezus dives) Myrmothera dives 

Yellow-billed Shrike (Corvinella corvina) Lanius corvinus 

Magpie Shrike (Urolestes melanoleucus) Lanius melanoleucus 

Spot-necked Bulbul (Alcurus tympanistrigus) Pycnonotus tympanistrigus 

Reed Parrotbill (Calamornis heudei) Paradoxornis heudei 

Great Parrotbill (Conostoma aemodium) Paradoxornis aemodius 

Brown Parrotbill (Cholornis unicolor) Paradoxornis unicolor 

Three-toed Parrotbill (Cholornis paradoxus) Paradoxornis paradoxus 

Grey-headed Parrotbill (Psittiparus gularis) Paradoxornis gularis 

Black-headed Parrotbill (Psittiparus margaritae) Paradoxornis margaritae 

White-breasted Parrotbill (Psittiparus ruficeps) Paradoxornis ruficeps 

Rufous-headed Parrotbill (Psittiparus bakeri) Paradoxornis bakeri 

Short-tailed Parrotbill (Neosuthora davidiana) Suthora davidiana 

Pale-billed Parrotbill (Chleuasicus atrosuperciliaris) Suthora atrosuperciliaris 

Spectacled Parrotbill (Sinosuthora conspicillata) Suthora conspicillata 

Grey-hooded Parrotbill (Sinosuthora zappeyi) Suthora zappeyi 

Brown-winged Parrotbill (Sinosuthora brunnea) Suthora brunnea 

Vinous-throated Parrotbill (Sinosuthora webbiana) Suthora webbiana 



Ashy-throated Parrotbill (Sinosuthora alphonsiana) Suthora alphonsiana 

Przevalski's Parrotbill (Sinosuthora przewalskii) Suthora przewalskii 

Pale Flycatcher (Melaenornis pallidus) Agricola pallidus 

Chat Flycatcher (Melaenornis infuscatus) Agricola infuscatus 

Grey-throated Tit-Flycatcher (Myioparus griseigularis) Fraseria griseigularis 

Grey Tit-Flycatcher (Myioparus plumbeus) Fraseria plumbea 

Olivaceous Flycatcher (Muscicapa olivascens) Fraseria olivascens 

Chapin's Flycatcher (Muscicapa lendu) Fraseria lendu 

Ashy Flycatcher (Muscicapa caerulescens) Fraseria caerulescens 

Tessmann's Flycatcher (Muscicapa tessmanni) Fraseria tessmanni 

Fiscal Flycatcher (Melaenornis silens) Sigelus silens 

Dusky-blue Flycatcher (Muscicapa comitata) Bradornis comitatus 

African Grey Flycatcher (Melaenornis microrhynchus) Bradornis microrhynchus 

Marico Flycatcher (Melaenornis mariquensis) Bradornis mariquensis 

Böhm's Flycatcher (Muscicapa boehmi) Bradornis boehmi 

Ussher's Flycatcher (Muscicapa ussheri) Bradornis ussheri 

Sooty Flycatcher (Muscicapa infuscata) Bradornis fuliginosus 

Mountain Robin-Chat (Cossypha isabellae) Cossyphicula isabellae 

White-throated Robin-Chat (Cossypha humeralis) Dessonornis humeralis 

Cape Robin-Chat (Cossypha caffra) Dessonornis caffer 

Archer's Ground Robin (Cossypha archeri) Dessonornis archeri 

Olive-flanked Ground Robin (Cossypha anomala) Dessonornis anomalus 

Crimson-collared Grosbeak (Rhodothraupis celaeno) Periporphyrus celaeno 

Blue Finch (Porphyrospiza caerulescens) Rhopospina caerulescens 

Band-tailed Sierra Finch (Porphyrospiza alaudina) Rhopospina alaudina 

Carbonated Sierra Finch (Porphyrospiza carbonaria) Rhopospina carbonaria 

  


